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Teacher	Name:	Nick	Webster,	Nick	Clawson	
Course/Grade:	8th-9th	Grade	Social	Studies	 	 Date:	JULY	2017	 Block:	MIHV	
	
Content	Standards:	SS	12.4.5.c	(US)	Gather	historical	information	about	the	United	States		(e.g.,	
document	archives,	artifacts,	newspapers,	interviews)	
SS	12.4.5.d	(US)	Present	an	evaluation	of	historical	information	about	the	United	States		(e.g.,	
pictures,	posters,	oral/written	narratives,	and	electronic	presentations)	
Unit	Title:	Omaha	Hip	Hop	
Concept	Based	(Enduring	Understandings/Generalizations):	African	Americans	in	the	United	States	
face	challenges	as	urban	areas	face	decay	due	to	external	factors,	including	deindustrialization,	white	
flight,	the	war	on	drugs,	and	other	forms	of	systemic	racism.	
Materials	&	Resources:			Notebooks,	Pens/Pencils	“On	Purpose	Video”,	historical	hip	hop	artifacts	and	
photos	from	MIHV	website	(laminated)	for	gallery	walk,	newspaper	articles,	FM	Radio	or	
YouTube/iTunes/Spotify	playlist.		
Suggested	Articles		discussing	historical	events	and	policies	that	impacted	North	Omaha:		
“South	Bronx:	The	Fire	Next	Door”		
https://northomahahistory.com/2015/08/22/a-history-of-north-omahas-june-1969	riot/	
https://northomahahistory.com/2015/08/02/a-history-of-red-lining-in-north-omaha/.		
Suggested	songs	for	gallery	walk	activity:	
Hip	Hop	or	YouTube	playlist	with	Clean	versions	of	“Keep	ya	Head	up”	by	Tupac	Shakur,	“	“Who’s	World	
is	this”	by	Nasir	Jones,	“The	Corner”	by	Common,	“Hey	Momma”	by	Kanye	West.	“Rock	Co.Kane	Flow”	by	
MF	Doom,	De	La	Soul.	“Just	Begun”	by	Jay	Electronica	
Additional	resources:	
http://teachrock.org/lesson/the-historical-roots-of-hip-hop/	
http://teachrock.org/lesson/divergent-paths-in-the-1990s-gangsta-rap-and-conscious-hip-hop/	
	
Accommodations	for	Students	with	IEPs	or	504s:	Peer	Tutors,	Co	teachers,	others	to	assist	
students.		
	
Literacy	Strategies:	Think	Alouds,	Text	Dependent	Analysis,	Quick	Writes,	Writing	to	Learn	Activities	
(journaling,	interviewing),	Historical	thinking,	Historical	writing,	Socratic	Seminar	
	
Procedures/Routine	Focus:	Transitions	every	20,	Explicit	Directions,	Engagement	Techniques:	Gallery	
Walk,	NonVerbal	Attention	Getting				
	
Anticipatory	Set:		Ask	students	to	answer	the	following	questions:	What	do	you	know	about	hip	hop?		
What	is	hip	hop	to	you?		
Next	explain	what	hip	hop	is.		
Answer:	“Hip-hop is a type of music. It is also a culture, or way of life. It includes many types of 
expression-for example, rapping, deejaying, dancing, and graffiti painting.”  Hip Hop, Encyclopedia 
Britannica, The hip hop cultural movement became widely popular in the United States in the 1980s 
and 1990s.	Tate, Greg, and Alan Light. “Hip-Hop MUSIC AND CULTURAL MOVEMENT.” 
https://www.britannica.com/, Encyclopedia Britannica, 18 Aug. 1998, www.britannica.com/topic/hip-hop. Web.  23 
October 2017.  It originated in the 1970s in the economically depressed, predominantly African 
American, South Bronx region of New York City. Id. 
	
Explain	what	hip	hop	meant	to	the	rap	pioneers,	and	how	the	trail	they	left	is	still	being	followed	today	
not	only	all	over	the	world,	but	here	in	Omaha.		
Answer:	To	a	rap	pioneer,	hip	hop	was	a	new	and	exciting	form	of	cultural	and	political	self-expression.	He	
or	she	was	proud	to	participate	in	an	art	form	and	lifestyle	that	came	out	of	African	American	culture	and	
gave	a	voice	to	the	voiceless,	those	who	historically	tended	to	be	socially,	politically	and	economically	
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disadvantaged..			
http://www.timmcmahan.com/Midwest_%20Alliance.htm	
	
Teacher	will	show	17-minute	Hip	Hop	video	“On	Purpose”	

• Direct	students	to	pull	three	themes	(ex:	clothing,	graffiti)	or	people	(ex:	D.J.	Soull,	D.J.	Rip,	Josie	
Loza)	out	of	the	documentary	and	be	ready	to	discuss	or	write	briefly	about	each	theme	or	person.	

Objective/Learning	Goals	
I	will	know	(knowledge):		How	hip	hop	grew	out	of	decades	of	economic,	political	and	social	issues	
(systemic	racism)	that	caused	destruction,	violence,	and	economic	plight	in	predominately	African	
American,	lower	income,	urban	areas	throughout	the	United	States	in	the	1970s,	1980s,	and	1990s.	
	
I	will	be	able	to	(skill):			Explain	and	analyze	how	contextual	factors	in	the	mid	to	late	20th	century	
affected	African	American	communities	in	the	United	States	and	North	Omaha,	and	created	the	
environment	from	which	Hip	Hop	arose.	
	
Procedures	(GRL)	
Modeled:	

1. Teacher	will	show	a	PowerPoint	defining	the	
following	vocabulary	terms:	Systemic	Racism,	
Deindustrialization,	Redlining,	
https://northomahahistory.com/2015/08/02/a-
history-of-red-lining-in-north-omaha/		
War	on	Drugs	(Pictures	with	each	term	from	the	
three	decades	1970s,	1980s,	1990s).	
	

2. Play		“On	Purpose”	(Time	Length	
Optional)and/or	“South	Bronx,	The	Fire	Next	
Door”	Documentary		

	

	
Shared:	

1. Socratic	Seminar	style	discussion	about	
these	terms	while	students	are	writing	
down	terms.			

2. Pause	video	at	intervals	for	discussion	
on	the	topic	of	how	structural	issues	are	
leading	to	the	destruction	of	
predominantly	African	American	urban	
areas.	Continue	with	Socratic	seminar	
style	discussion.	

	 	
Guided:	1.	Teacher	will	introduce	students	to	Radio	Stations/Gallery	Walk	activity	
	

3. Explain	that	Hip	Hop	arose	from	the	ashes	of	destruction	in	African	American	urban	areas.	(A	voice	for	the	
voiceless)	

4. Teacher	will	ask	the	following	question:	What	does	Dj	Soull	mean	when	he	repeatedly	says,	“on	purpose”?	
(Answer:	He	is	speaking	on	the	concepts	of	Systemic	Racism,	for	example	segregation,	banking	
practices,	redlining,	police	brutality,	white	flight)	
http://invisiblehistory.ops.org/StudentProjects/2017StudentProjects/HipHop/tabid/320/Default.aspx	
(Explain	how	these	policies	were	implemented	all	over	the	country,	including	Omaha)		

5. Teacher	will	put	different	hip	hop	artifacts/historical	photos	/	around	the	room	one	on	each	table	and	a	
couple	on	each	counter	space.		(Artifacts,	like	a	cassette	tape	and	a	flier,	can	be	found	on	the	MIHV	hip	hop	
web	page	additional	articles	are	attached	below)		

6. Teacher	will	give	directions	for	the	radio	station	activity-	Students	move	from	picture	to	picture	while	
music	is	playing,	answering	these	questions	for	each	picture	or	artifact	(	Artifacts	available	at	
http://invisiblehistory.ops.org/StudentProjects/2017StudentProjects/HipHop/tabid/320/Default.aspx),	
use	laminates	of	pictures,	or	make	copies		

7. While	at	a	station	or	desk	with	the	artifact	the	students	will	answer	these	questions	for	each	
artifact.		
1. What	do	you	see	first?	(what	jumps	out	at	you)	
2. Can	you	describe	the	scene	of	the	photo,	or	the	scene	this	artifact	could	be	used	for?	
3. Can	you	compare	this	to	something	you	already	know	about?	
4. What	about	this	photo	artifact	makes	it	important	to	Hip	Hop?	
5. How	did	systemic	racism	contribute	to	the	creation	of	this	artifact?	

Independent:	
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Students	will	go	to	each	station	and	answer	these	questions.	
Students	will	stay	at	the	station	as	long	as	a	song	is	playing,	(Which	will	be	different	depending	on	song	
length)	
When	the	song	stops	please	have	the	students	rotate	and	move	to	the	next	station.	
Repeat	until	students	have	been	to	every	station	and	completed	the	questions.	
Have	one	extra	rotation	for	any	information	missed.	
Summary:	Students	will	use	the	information	they	learned	from	the	two	videos,	the	Socratic	seminar	style	
discussion,	and	hip	hop	artifacts	to	write	a	one	page	essay	using	the	following	prompt:	What	was	the	
historical	context	in	which	Hip	Hop	was	born?	

Coursework:	Construct	outline	for	essay.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Artifacts	for	gallery	walk	
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Articles	for	gallery	walk	
“Omaha	Star”,	April	22,	1967	
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“Omaha	Star”	article,	April	22,	1967,	continued.		
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“Omaha	Star”,	July	3,	1969,	Vivian	Strong	
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“Omaha	World	Herald”,	June	1,	2006,	article	by	Josie	
Loza

	


