
 

Omaha Public Schools 

Activity Title: Urban Geography and Large Scale White Migration or White Flight 

Prepared by Mr. Pierson, Bryan High School 

Intended Audience:  Geography students 

Background: This activity was designed in conjunction with student history projects exploring the impact of redlining on 

African American and working class and working poor immigrant neighborhoods in eastern Omaha. Their projects can be 

found here: http://invisiblehistory.ops.org/StudentProjects/RedlininginOmaha/tabid/1335/Default.aspx 

 

Urban Geography and Large Scale White Migration or White Flight  

Introduction:  This lesson will look at the relationship between White Flight and Urban Geography.  This lesson 

will particularly look at the role of highways in White Flight and Urban Geography.  Highways were once seen 

as a new and exciting way to get around a city.  As time goes on, highways not only started to destroy parts of 

cities with their construction, but they also aided in the process of suburbanization and white flight from certain 

areas of a city.  In this lesson you are going to see Omaha’s Wh ite Flight which was aided by the highways and 

also how highways can destroy communities.   

Lesson Duration:  90 Minutes  

Lesson Placement in OPS Geography:  Urban Geography Unit  

Additional Steps: You will need to download from the MIHV website, “Documents for Urbran Geography and White 

Flight Lesson” from the MIHV website.  The document can be found right below this lesson, “Urban Geography and 

White Flight.” 

Step 1:  Student’s will be given copies of the 1935, 1950, 1980, and Present map overlaid on the redlining map from the 

HOLC.   

Step 2:  Teacher will give the students time to look at the maps and analyze them with a partner.  They need to write on a 

post-it note or small piece of paper three takeaways from the maps.   

Step 3:  Teacher will ask students to give one of their takeaways.  This discussion can go on for 5-10 minutes.   

Step 4:  Ask the students to look at the map from a city planner’s perspective.  What issues might be caused IN CITIES by 

this movement?  Have them use another post it and work with their partner.  Make sure to guide them towards 

transportation and housing.   

 

Urban Geography Article:  “The Role of Highways in American Poverty” from The Atlantic  

APA Citation:  Semuels, A. (2016, March 18). The Role of Highways in American Poverty. Retrieved December 7, 2019, 

from https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/role-of-highways-in-american-poverty/474282/. 

  

http://invisiblehistory.ops.org/StudentProjects/RedlininginOmaha/tabid/1335/Default.aspx
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/role-of-highways-in-american-poverty/474282/


Step 5:  Have the students read the article from The Atlantic called “The Role of Highways in American Poverty” and 

answer the questions in the margin.  They will also read an article from Citylab called “Here are the Urban Highways that 

Need to Die”.  They should also have a copy of the Visit Omaha map in front of them as they read.   

Step 6:  Have the students look at the MIHV Projects from 2019 named Jefferson Square and Central Park on 

invisiblehistory.ops.org and discuss how these neighborhoods were impacted by the highway system in Omaha.   

Step 7:  Have the students construct a short writing piece that answers the guiding question, “Have highways had a 

mostly positive or negative impact on Omaha as a city?”.  They must use information from the HOLC map, the Atlantic 

article, the Citylab article (see below), and the MIHV projects in their response.   

  



Urban Geography Article:  “The Role of Highways in American Poverty” from The Atlantic  

APA Citation:  Semuels, A. (2016, March 18). The Role of Highways in American Poverty. Retrieved December 7, 2019, 

from https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/role-of-highways-in-american-poverty/474282/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Do you see cities as a living thing?  What 

kind of sicknesses could a city have?  What 

kind of cures could people provide for 

cities? 

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/role-of-highways-in-american-poverty/474282/


2.  What allowed Americans to move out of 

the city and into the suburbs? 

 

 

 

 

3.  Traffic becomes a disease for cities, what 

is the cure according to city planners? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Why couldn’t African Americans join the 

flight to the suburbs?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  How do the maps you looked at earlier 

about redlining and white flight relate to 

this last paragraph? 
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5.  What areas of Omaha, based on the 

HOLC map would be most like the 15th ward 

in Syracuse? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  What are the main interstates of Omaha?  

Look at the map if you do not know.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  How have the suburbs made it so that 

only wealthy people can live in them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8.  Do you agree with the statements in this 

first paragraph?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  What benefits are there to people 

moving back into the inner cities?  Are there 

any drawbacks to this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  Do you think Omaha could tear down 

any highways? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.  The idea here is that communities will 

be knit back together if you get rid of 

highways.  Do you think this is true?  If we 

got rid of the freeways in North Omaha and 

South Omaha would it bring the community 

back?  Explain in detail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Do you believe that if one part of a city 

isn’t healthy then the whole city suffers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13.  What do you think cities could do to 

make sure all residents reach full 

opportunity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Do you believe that if one part of a city 

isn’t healthy then the whole city suffers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you need to read the article from Citylab about highways.  You will use both of these articles on your final 

assessment for this lesson.   

Tran, C., Tran, C., & CityLab. (2019, April 5). Here Are the Urban Highways That Deserve to Die. Retrieved from 

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2019/04/urban-worst-freeway-without-future-teardown-demolition-

list/584707/. 

 

 

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2019/04/urban-worst-freeway-without-future-teardown-demolition-list/584707/
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2019/04/urban-worst-freeway-without-future-teardown-demolition-list/584707/

