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Nebraska, Rule 3 Definition 
“Learner with High Ability means a student who gives evidence of high performance capability in 
such areas as intellectual, creative, or artistic capacity or in specific academic fields and who 
requires accelerated or differentiated curriculum programs in order to develop those capabilities 
fully.” 
 
Mission Statement 
Advanced Academics and Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in the Omaha 
Public Schools develop the strengths and talents of all students and offer services at all grade 
levels to meet a broad range of students needs. Every student needs to be challenged and 
engaged in exciting learning experiences. Some students need different learning experiences to 
address their cognitive and social-emotional needs.  
 
We believe our students... 
*are found in the areas of intellectual ability, academics, creativity, visual/performing arts and 
leadership 
*are found in all cultures. 
*include students with learning disabilities, (or twice-exceptional, 2E). 
  
HAL Program Goals & Objectives 
The goal of the HAL program is to provide a differentiated program that will meet the needs of 
our districts’ high ability learners.  The program will strive to: 

● Identify students who demonstrate potential abilities of high performance in recognized 
areas of giftedness. 

● Provide advanced learning opportunities for all students.  
● Provide education services that meet the needs of all high ability learners. 
● Provide professional development opportunities to staff in order to promote a better 

understanding of the needs of high ability learners, and the services available to meet 
those needs. 

● Follow the identification procedures as outlined in the district identification plan for high 
ability learners. 

○ All staff members shall be made aware of the identification procedures.  
● To meet the students’ intellectual, social, physical, and emotional needs. 

Elementary School 
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Gifted and Talented services begin in 3rd grade in elementary schools. GATE students 
participate in Specialized Instruction each week with a GATE Facilitator. Lessons have been 
developed that extend the learning within the classroom using advanced content and teach 
problem solving, creative thinking, critical thinking, and inquiry. There are also opportunities for 
extracurricular activities sponsored by the GATE program. 

Middle School 

Advanced Academics continue in the Middle School through participation in honors courses 
and many clubs and activities. All GATE services take place either in an honors course or by 
choosing one or more activities that are sponsored by the Gifted and Talented program. Each 
Middle School has a GATE Facilitator to coordinate events and activities, teach honors courses, 
and make sure each students’ needs are met.  

High School 

High School students have many advanced courses available. Students need to work closely 
with their guidance counselor to choose courses and activities that best meet their needs. Each 
student is unique and has different strength areas. Every Omaha Public Schools high school 
offers many advanced courses that make it possible for all students to be challenged at their 
own level. There is an Advanced Academic Coordinator in each high school that is also 
available for questions and guidance. 
 
HAL Identification Procedures 
All students in grades 2-8 are screened several times each year for possible entry into the Gifted and 
Talented program. It is very important that all students who need GATE services participate in the 
program. The screening tools that are used include a cognitive test that measures a student’s potential 
ability, achievement tests which measure what a student is currently able to do, a measurement of 
motivation and current grades, and a measurement of creativity and leadership. Teachers, staff members, 
and parents/guardians are encouraged to advocate for all students who may qualify. 
To be identified for GATE services a student must meet at least 3 of the 4 criteria listed 
below: 
COGNITIVE – Top 5% at the school or national level on an intelligence/cognitive test 

ACHIEVEMENT – Top 5% at the school, state or national level on a grade-level standardized or 
norm-referenced achievement test 

MOTIVATION/PERFORMANCE – “A” or Advanced (ADV) in 60% or more courses on the most 
recent semester grade report OR Qualifying recommendation/involvement for Motivation as 
recorded on the Classroom Teacher Input Form OR Parent/Guardian/Student/Staff Referral 
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CREATIVITY/LEADERSHIP – Qualifying recommendation/involvement for Creativity or 
Leadership as recorded on the Classroom Teacher Input Form OR Parent/Student/Staff 
Referral 

If you wish to refer a student for identification for Gifted and Talented Education services please 
complete a PGSS Referral which is located in the downloadable forms tab. Return the 
completed form via email or school mail to your GATE facilitator. Please note that a completed 
referral does not automatically meet one or all of the criteria for identification. Each student 
referral will be considered and have an eligibility worksheet started so that all available criteria 
can be reviewed. Newly identified students will be added to specialized instruction groups at the 
beginning of each quarter. 

Our department carefully works to implement equitable identification processes and procedures 
that will permanently identify high performing students for GATE services within the Omaha 
Public Schools, nurture their social/emotional development and enhance their curriculum 
experiences so these unique individuals may reach their fullest potential. 

Additional Program Services, Options, and Strategies (including but not limited to) 
Acceleration 
Curriculum Enrichment 
Flexible Grouping 
Curriculum Compacting 
Advanced Placement 
Advanced Elective Classes 
Independent Study Opportunities 
Dual Enrollment 
Cluster Grouping 
Mentorships/Shadowing 
Extra-Curricular School Offerings 
Counseling & Guidance 
Career Exploration 
Pull-Out 
Push-In  
 
Evaluation  
Annual evaluations of the GATE program shall be conducted by using any of the following 
measures: surveys, interviews, and program evaluations aligned to Cognia. Information 
gathered will be used to determine the strengths and weaknesses of the HAL program and how 
we can improve.  Student needs, program design, curriculum, learning environment, student 
identification, staff development, and other resources will be evaluated. 
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Staff Development  
 
School staff shall receive training which will include, but is not limited to areas such as GATE 
characteristics, social and emotional needs, identification, curriculum, assessment techniques 
and instructional strategies. 
 
Teachers will be encouraged to attend seminars and conferences related to high ability learning 
(i.e. Nebraska Association for Gifted conference, ESU workshops, Webinars, etc.). 
 
Teachers, counselors, and administrators will be made aware annually, which students have 
been identified and are included in the program. 
 
Management Plan   
 
The High Ability Learning program will be led by Dr. Elizabeth Maloney, the Teaching and 
Learning Consultant for Advanced Academics and Gifted and Talented Education. Dr. Maloney 
will ensure the quality of training and implementation within the schools. She will work with 
principals and other administrators collaboratively in order to build relationships and create a 
positive environment to foster the needs of Gifted and Talented Students.  
 
 
Appendix 
Inquiry Form 
Nomination Forms 
Input Forms 
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