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A Message from 
the Principal

November Greetings!

As we turn the calendar page 
from October to November and 
move from Halloween 
celebrations to Thanksgiving, I 
always think about how grateful 
I am to work with wonderful 
people who make up the 
Dundee School community. 
Dedicated staff, supportive 
parents, and children who make 
me laugh every day contribute 
to the daily gratitude I feel. 

November is National Gratitude 
Month, and I hope you join me 
with an “attitude of gratitude” 
this month. Having a grateful 
mind gives us a positive 
perspective and contributes to 
our overall happiness. Let’s 
keep that attitude going and 
watch the change we can 
make! Continued on next page ...
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A Message from the Principal continued...

During the 1st Quarter of school, our 3rd graders 
had the top attendance percentage followed closely 
by our 4th graders. 

It is so important for students to be 
on time and in school every day.

*Write thank you notes to people you appreciate, 
people who help you when you need it, or people 
you simply think need to hear a happy word or 
two.

*Say “Please” and “Thank You.” At home or out in 
public, these words are an offering of fundamental 
respect and kindness.

We continue to 
monitor attendance 
and tardiness as part 
of our District-wide 
initiative, Strive for 95. 95

Strive for

Some practical ways to show gratitude
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Reminder: NO SCHOOL 
Thursday, October 26 +

Friday, October 27, 
due to Parent/Teacher conferences
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R�pect

A Message from the Principal continued...

Character Counts

1st Quarter Students of Distinction

During the 1st Quarter of school, Dundee staff and students 
focused on the ‘Character Counts’ trait of RESPECT. 

Students showed their respect for other people by accepting their 
differences; believing that their ideas, thoughts, and feelings 
matter; treating them with kindness; and being courteous by 
using their manners.

Congratulations to the students who were selected to represent 
their class as a student of distinction in the area of respect: 

Joslynn McKibbon
Alexis DeMata
Macklin Hanna
Parker Cohen

Johnny Kudlacz
Georgie Egermayer

Hayes Carlson
Fiona Cox
Millie Leigh
Neil Feeney

Maddox Bender
Aisha Shinwary
Laney Brown

Asher Kavanaugh
Asa Brown

Norah Conley
Grayson Wanzenreid

Riley Murdock
Hugo Lilja

Aryana Pedersen
Aidan Gray

McKinley Karpf
Vondero Vasser

Mary Kate Rosenkranz
Grace Gelber

Henry Kleymann
Georgie Mcllvain

Miles Conley
Yaretzi Rendon

Allison Drake-Lo
Norah Lang

Lucas Zacharias
Mae Jeffrey

Lachlan Struthers
Llewelyn Walker

Jackie Kelly
Estelle Hadden
Alvin Bernard
Audrey Ayers
Kellan English
Elianna Dixon

Everett Rosenkranz



In closing, I hope you join us for the 
intermediate (grades 4, 5, and 6) 
vocal music showcase, “Jukebox 
Time Machine,” on November 10th.   

There will be two shows, one at 
9:30 a.m. and one at 2:30 p.m.  
Look forward to seeing you soon.

With care,
Ms. Kaye Kennedy

During the 2nd Quarter, we will be working on the character 
trait of RESPONSIBILITY.

Developing life skills such as respect and responsibility will help 
you feel good about yourself, build strong and caring relationships 
with others, and make your home, school, and community better!  

We look forward to partnering with you as we help our students 
learn how they can be responsible and then practice the skill.

A Message from the Principal continued...

Character Counts

R�p�sibil�y
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Dundee Elementary School

PTO Updates
2023-2024 PTO Board

Presidents: Kelly Kelly and TJ Weiss
DundeePTO@gmail.com

 Vice Presidents: Jill Heggen and Sara Kupzyk

Treasurers:  Peter Lilja and Nino Krilova-Lilja
 DundeeTreasurer@gmail.com
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Presidents' Article
It’s hard to believe the second quarter is already in full swing! As we 
look ahead, we have two amazing speakers planned for our next PTO 
meeting on Wednesday, November 8th, that we would like for you all 
to have a chance to hear from. 

Nick Theilen – On the New OPS Superintendent Search 

As the search for the new OPS superintendent continues, active 
participation and family input are integral in ensuring the selection 
aligns with our community's needs, priorities, and values. The active 
engagement of families in this process is crucial to achieving a 
superintendent who can best lead and support the educational 
journey of all students. Nick Theilen will speak about the 
Superintendent search and gathering feedback about what we want 
to see in the next OPS Superintendent. 

Johnathon Lueth – On the Dundee Robotics Program and 2024 
Tournament 

Johnathon will be speaking to the growth of the Dundee Robotics 
program, along with a general overview of the 2023-2024 Robotics 
program and practice schedule, the new play field and obstacles, and 
the tournament that will be hosted at Dundee this year.  

Amidst a flurry of activities that we have had, as we enter into 
November we will truly get into spirit of giving and giving thanks. 
Teacher Wish List updates are underway. Be on the lookout for the 
link to the latest teacher wish lists in next month's newsletter (along 
with a flyer in a future Wednesday folder)! 

Also, save the date on Wednesday, December 6th, for our adults-only 
PTO Social at Site 1 Brewery! Join us for appetizers, great 
conversation, and a festive time celebrating all the great things we 
are able to accomplish through the volunteering of time and talent 
with the PTO. Our community is truly something special and we can’t 
wait to celebrate that with you! 

The month of October was bustling with several Dundee PTO 
activities where we saw a blend of family friendly activities with the 
Fall Festival, the National Walk to School Day, Donuts with Grown 
Ups, and the Book Fair; as well as support for our amazing teachers 
and staff with by organizing conference dinners for each night of 
conferences to provide teachers and staff with meals and snacks to 
show our gratitude for their dedication to our students and families 
during conferences. 

We are so grateful to have the amazing support of our event Chairs 
who make it possible to hold these fun events at school where we can 
come together to celebrate, visit with each other, and have a great 
time. 

Thank you again to all who volunteered and participated in making 
the fall festival, book fair, conference dinners, and our donut events 
at school so enjoyable in the last month. In particular, we would like 
to give kudos to the following Chairs that helped make October such 
a fun month for our students and families – with some taking over for 
the first time this year! 

2023-2024 PTO Board

Presidents: Kelly Kelly and 
TJ Weiss, DundeePTO@gmail.com         

Vice Presidents: Jill Heggen and 
Sara Kupzyk

Treasurers: Peter Lilja and Nino 
Krilova-Lilja, DundeeTreasurer@gmail.com

Principal: Kaye Kennedy

Past Presidents: So Yun and Mike Grace

The PTO served teachers and staff hot meals during conferences.

Continued on next page ...

PTO presidents TJ Weiss and Kelly Kelly display their school spirit.



• Dan Carpenter for taking over and running National Walk to 
School Day this year! 
   *New Chair this year! 

• TJ Weiss and September Wanzenried for getting the Dundee 
School Store up and running in October and making Tuesdays 
extra exciting for our students. 

• Ashley Aubry for taking over and running Conference Dinners 
to help support our wonderful staff, with amazing themes and 
display for our staff to take a break and enjoy delicious and 
festive dinners! 
   *New Chair this year!

• Althea McMickell for continuing to lead our grounds 
beautification efforts all the work that went into the clean-up 
efforts in October, and to her team that replaced the roof on 
the garden shed! 
 *New Chair this year!

• Megan Hepburn for continuing to run Dundee Book Fair, 
where proceeds support our PTO. We had a large Book Fair this 
year with an amazing setup that transformed our library into 
such a bright and fun place to shop!

• Brittany Dabastani for running Donuts with Grownups and 
giving our families a fun morning to gather together at school! 

• Jen Wulf, Abbey Koch Johnson, and Kelsey Landenberger for 
the incredible effort that went into pivoting the Fall Festival 
indoors and pulling off another family-favorite event this year! 

• TJ Weiss and Greg Murdock for helping with School Picture 
Day and helping our students bring their brightest smiles to 
the camera!

• Sara Tingelhoff for her work with our Enrichment Clubs, and 
to the Enrichment Club Leads who provide our kids the 
opportunity to explore new skills, have fun with friends, and 
play sports! 

• Meg Rutledge for her awesome new sweatshirt designs for 
toddlers, kids, and adults! 

We will see you at the PTO meeting on November 8th! You can 
stay up-to-date on news, events, and volunteer opportunities 
on our PTO website at www.dundeepto.org. Thanks for all the 
wonderful support you provide to our students and staff!

Stay connected and well! 

Kelly Kelly and TJ Weiss

PTO Updates
Dundee Elementary School

Special Thanks to ...

T h i s  l i t t l e  m o u s e  i s  
u n s q u e a k a b l y  c u t e !  

Pumpkin Decoration Winners

Congrats to
Ms. Walz's class

Photos left to right: Grins from 
the volunteer grounds crew; 
Donuts for the win; A bustling 
Book Fair transformed the library. 
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Haley Securities, Inc.  

Thankyou
for your 

generous support 
of Dundee Direct!
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Thanks also to Greg Murdock for constructing a beautiful 
new little library for the community's enjoyment. 

We are grateful for our school parents' time and talents. 

Wildcat spotlight
Thanks to Tim Cayford for transforming tree stumps on 
Dundee's campus into gathering spots for chess and 
checkers. Check out the heart-warming story in the 
Oct. 28, 2023, edition of the Omaha World-Herald. 
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Counselor's Corner
Hello Dundee Families,

There is so much to be thankful for this season. We had an 
amazing October with Red Ribbon Week, Fall Festival, 
Parent-Teacher conferences, Halloween parties, and our 
Student Of Distinction assembly. We were busy at Dundee! 

October lessons wrapped up our lessons on emotional 
regulation, naming our big feelings, Zones of Regulation, and 
coping strategies. In November we will be talking about 
personal safety and the power of healthy choices. Please ask 
your students' about our weekly counseling lessons. My goal is 
to create meaningful lessons that will teach lifelong skills. 

There is nothing more powerful than hearing feedback from 
grown-ups regarding the positive ways your kids are utilizing 
the School Counseling lessons. THANK YOU to those who have 
already reached out and shared highlight moments that your 
student(s) bring home. Those little notes go such a long way! 

Please Note: Student Council is sponsoring a 
non-perishable food drive for Food Bank for the 
Heartland from Nov. 8-15. Find labeled boxes near 
every main door.

Again, thank you for allowing me to 
be a part of your child’s life as their 
School Counselor. Happy Fall y’all!

Jenny Storm
School Counselor

“Love the trees until their leaves fall off, then encourage 
them to try again next year.” — Chad Sugg
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From School Counselor 
Jenny Storm
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Panera Dine 
Out Night

Dundee will hold Kindergarten Roundup for the 2024-2025 
school year on January 18th at 5:00 p.m. in the library. 
If you have a child, or know someone in Dundee who has 
a child who will turn 5 by July 31, 2024, please contact the 
school office. We will get your child's name on our list.
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