
Programs and Opportunities  
f or 

G if ted and T al ented S tudents 
McMillan Magnet Center offers a wide variety of 
academ ic cou rses and activities to enrich  th e  
cu rricu lu m  estab lish ed b y th e O m ah a P u b lic 
S ch ools.  O u r G ifted and T alented P rogram  is  
designed for stu dents wh o wish  to b e ch allenged 
th rou gh  academ ic com p etition,  h onors cou rses,  and 
sp ecial activities and op p ortu nities.   
Com b ined with  ou r u niq u e m agnet offerings in 
m ath ,  engineering,  tech nology,  and com m u nication 
arts,  McMillan offers stu dents a wide variety of  
op p ortu nities.    
 
Identification 
T h e O m ah a P u b lic S ch ools’  m eth od of identifying 
gifted and talented stu dents is m odeled after th e 
criteria estab lish ed b y th e N ational A ssociation of 
G ifted Ch ildren.   O u r identification encom p asses 
five areas:  Intellectual ( 1 3 0 +  p erform ance on a I Q  
test) ,  A cad em i c ( ab ove 9 5 %  p erform ance on any 
su b test of th e California A ch ievem ent T est) ,  C r ea-
ti v e,  L ead er s h i p ,  and  V i s ual/ P er f o r m i ng  A r ts .   
T h e form er th ree identifiers will em erge th rou gh  
op p ortu nities fou nd at McMillan.    
 
Middle sch ool is an op p ortu nity for stu dents to  
self-select areas th at will allow th em  to ex p lore and 
cap italiz e on th eir strength s,  sh owcase th eir talents,  
and ex cel.   W h eth er it is fou nd in th eir cou rse work ,  
a com p etition,  a contest or an ex tra cu rricu lar  
activity,  stu dents’  giftedness and/ or talents can  
b lossom  and develop  at McMillan Magnet Middle 
S ch ool.  

Contact Information 
Mrs. Elizabeth Figueroa 
G if ted  an d  T alen ted  Fac ilitator 
5 5 7 -4 5 0 0 ,  ex t. 1 1 7 3  
elizabeth.f igueroa@ op s.org 
 
D r. K eith B igsby  
P rin c ip al 
5 5 7 -4 5 0 0  
k eith.bigsby @ op s.org 
 
Mrs. Mary  T essin  
G if ted  an d  T alen ted  S up erv isor 
5 5 7 -2 6 6 0  
m ary .tessin @ op s.org 
 
Ms. J ill B est 
Magn et C oord in ator 
5 5 7 -4 5 0 0  
j ill.best@ op s.org 

Programming supported by the  
O maha Publ ic  S c hool s  

O ffice of G ifted and T al ented E du cation 

Differentiation 
 

In each and every McMillan classroom, 
w e st rive t o meet  t he needs of  all learn-
ers.   D if f erent iat ion of  inst ru ct ion is t he 
modif icat ion of  t he cu rricu lu m t o mat ch 
t he ab ilit ies, needs, learning  st yles, and 
int erest s of  ou r st u dent s.   T his is accom-
p lished t hrou g h t he u se of  inst ru ct ional 
st rat eg ies t hat  w ill challeng e all st u dent s.   
 
P re-assessment , ru b rics, p acing , hig h 
level q u est ioning , scaf f olding , comp act -
ing , and t he accelerat ion of  mat erials are 
all st rat eg ies t hat  st ret ch t he minds’  of  
ou r hig h ab ilit y learners.   McMillan f ac-
u lt y u se a variet y of  t hese st rat eg ies t o 
help  st u dent s t ak e cont rol of  t heir learn-
ing  and p rep are f or a rig orou s hig h 
school cu rricu lu m.  
 
 

R ig or and  R el ev anc e 
 

R ig or means t hat  crit ical t hink ing  t ak es 
p lace on a reg u lar b asis .   It ’ s a p rocess 
t hat  is a comb ined ef f ort  b et w een t eacher 
and st u dent  and req u ires hig h ex p ect a-
t ions f rom b ot h.   Inst ru ct ion shou ld en-
g ag e st u dent s in challeng ing  cou rsew ork  
t hat  st ret ches t hem t o g o b eyond j u st  u n-
derst anding .   R ig or is made p ossib le b y 
relevance.   R elevance f ocu ses on t he in-
t erest  of  t he st u dent s and real w orld con-
nect ions as it  eng ag es st u dent s in t he 
learning  p rocess.   T he McMillan f acu lt y 
b elieves in t his concep t  and st rives t o in-
corp orat e t his int o ou r classrooms.  
 

 

 



Gifted and Talented  
A c tiv ities  

 
S c i e n c e  
S c ien c e C lub 
S c ien c e O ly m p iad  
S c ien c e in  Motion  
U N L  S c ien c e B ow l 
 
S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  
N ation al H istory  D ay  
N ation al G eograp hy  B ee 
A f ric an  A m eric an  H istory  C hallen ge 

Gifted and Talented  
A c tiv ities  

 
M a t h e m a t i c s  
C om p etition  Math 
Math C lub 
S ix th G rad e Math C on test 
A f ter S c hool C om p uterized  Math L ab 
 
E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  
P roj ec t L ead  the W ay  
A rc hitec ture an d  En gin eerin g 
S A ME/ S I MP  ( S oc iety  of  A m eric an  
Military  En gin eers/ S tud en t I n itiativ e 
Men torin g)  
W eb P age D esign  
I n d ustrial T ec hn ology  C om p etition  
R obotic s C om p etition s 
 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  A r t s  
S tud en t N ew sp ap er an d  Y earbook  
D ebate 
S p ellin g B ee 
B ook  B lasters 
Essay  C on tests 
C elebrate C reativ ity  
 
M u s i c   
Mon arc h P rid e ( H on ors C horus )  
J azz B an d  
B lair H on or B an d  
A ll-C ity  Music  Festiv al 
S trin g O ly m p ic s 
 

H ow  d o I g e t inv ol v e d ?  
Students will be notified of up-
c om ing  oppor tunities th r oug h  da ily  
a nnounc em ents,  th e m onth ly  news-
letter ,  a nd th eir  c la ssr oom  tea c h -
er s.  I nv olv em ent in m a ny  of th e 
c om petitions,  pr oduc tions,  a nd 
oth er  a c tiv ities will r eq uir e tim e 
out of c la ss a nd/ or  a fter  sc h ool 
m eeting s.  

 

 

A c r o s s  t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  
K n ow led ge B ow l 
Q uiz B ow l 
S tud en t A m bassad ors 
L ead ership  S erv ic e L earn in g 
N ation al J un ior H on or S oc iety  
S A T  an d  A C T  P rep aration  
B rid ge C lub 
C hess C lub 
T he S c holars 
T hin k  T an k  
D uk e T alen t I d en tif ic ation  P rogram  

L io ns ’  P r ide 
In addition to offerings sponsored 
b y  th e O P S  O ffic e of G ifted and 
T al ented E du c ation,  M c M il l an is 
pl eased to offer after-sc h ool   
ex tended l earning opportu nities.   
M c M il l an’ s M iddl e S c h ool  L earning 
C om m u nity  is an after-sc h ool   
partnersh ip program  b etw een O P S ,  
th e Y M C A ,  th e S h erw ood F ou ndation 
and th e C ity  of O m ah a.   L ions’  P ride 
prov ides stu dents w ith  ac adem ic  and 
c u l tu ral  enric h m ent ac tiv ities as w el l  
as rec reational  opportu nities.   L ions’  
P ride is in session ev ery  sc h ool  day  
from  2 : 5 0 -5 : 3 0  and is open to al l  
M c M il l an stu dents.    
      


