
 
 

Math contest attracts students 
B Y  J u l i e  A n d e r s o n  
W O R L D -H E R A L D  S T A F F  W R I T E R  
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First came the question: What is the greatest common factor of 40 and 64? 

R oughl y  2 5 0 six th-graders in 5 1  teams — rep resenting 3 2  school s from nine metro-area school  districts — crunched the numb ers,  
aided onl y  b y  tab l et-siz ed dry  erase b oards.  T hey  p unched in their answ ers on remote cl ick ers.  

T he answ er fl ashed on a screen in front of the auditorium: 8 .  

“ Y eah! ”  shouted those w ho' d gotten it right.  

“ P retty  interesting to w atch k ids get fired up  ab out math, ”  said K eith B igsb y ,  p rincip al  of M cM il l an M agnet C enter.  

M ath,  though,  is p art of w hat M cM il l an is al l  ab out.  A nd T hursday ' s quiz  b ow l -sty l e contest w as hal f of the school ' s annual  six th-
grade math contest.  

P art op en house,  the contest k ick s off the school ' s magnet recruiting season.  I n p ast y ears,  it has b rought in students from other school s 
w ithin the O maha district.  T here w ere 2 9  teams l ast y ear.  T his y ear the ev ent w as ex p anded to incl ude students from throughout the 
new  tw o-county  l earning community .  

“ We hav e a l ot of op p ortunities for k ids that p eop l e w oul d nev er b el iev e that w e hav e, ”  said J il l  B est,  M cM il l an' s magnet coordinator.  

T o show  them off,  M cM il l an students and staff rol l ed out the w el come mat.  T hey  l ed tours.  T hey  temp oraril y  conv erted the l ib rary  
into a cy b ercafe w here p arents and math team coaches coul d j ump  onto the I nternet,  at l east as far as the school ' s fil ters w oul d al l ow ,  
read the new sp ap er and grab  a drink  or snack .  

T erry  C hristensen' s son,  A tl ey ,  comp eted on a team from B oy d E l ementary .  “ I t' s good to offer stuff that' s outside of athl etics, ”  he said.  

T he ev ent,  how ev er,  w as for k ids,  b y  k ids.  S ome 7 0 students from M cM il l an,  w hich serv es sev enth- and eighth-graders,  hel p ed out b y  
the end of the day .  

S tudent amb assadors hel p ed p l an,  set up  tab l es and l ead tours.  A mong them w as D iamond M artinez ,  w ho chose M cM il l an b ecause it 
offers architecture cl asses.  J amil ah A dams came “ b ecause I  heard it w as a great op p ortunity  to l earn a l ot and p rep are y oursel f for high 
school . ”  

T w enty  students in the math enrichment cl ass w rote 60 questions each for the quiz  b ow l  and the w ritten test,  said C onnie C ol ton,  math 
dep artment chairw oman.  T hey  started w ork  the second w eek  of school .  

C ol ton moderated the quiz  b ow l .  “ B y  the w ay , ”  she said,  “ it' s O K  to giv e a shout out w hen y ou get the right answ er. ”  

I n the end,  there w ere w ay  more shouts of success than b oos of disap p ointment.  
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