
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The goal of the High Ability Learner program is to offer a differentiated,  
ac ademic ally rigorou s c u rric u lu m by prov iding c u rric u lar and instru c tional 
adaptations that address the u niq u e needs of high ability learners.  At Alic e 
B u ffett M agnet M iddle S c hool,  the program is organiz ed to address these needs 
throu gh a c ombination of the follow ing methods:  
Differentiation 
B u ffett M agnet M iddle S c hool’ s High Ability Learner program w ork s to prov ide 
ac ademic ally c hallenging opportu nities for ou r high ability learners ev ery day in 
the c lassroom.  S inc e stu dents spend most of their time in the c lassroom,  w e 
look  at strategies and methods to adapt and modify the “ regu lar”  c u rric u lu m to 
matc h the abilities,  needs,  and interests of ou r stu dents.  The proc ess,  produ c t or 
c ontent of the regu lar c u rric u lu m is adapted.  This is ac hiev ed throu gh 
differentiated instru c tion u sing performanc e based grou ping,  tiered 
lessons/ ac tiv ities,  mentoring,  c u rric u lu m c ompac ting,  ac c eleration,  and 
independent proj ec ts.  Teac hers also u se a v ariety of q u estioning strategies to 
engage stu dents in higher lev el think ing throu gh the u se of Literatu re C irc les,  
J u nior G reat B ook s and S oc ratic  C irc les.  The emphasis is alw ays on high 
ac hiev ement for ev ery stu dent.  
A d v anc ed  C l as s es  
� Algebra � G eo m et ry  � R ead i n g /  L i t erat u re 7 :  J u n i o r G reat  B o o k s  
C ontes ts / C om p etitions  
High ability stu dents at B u ffett M agnet M iddle S c hool hav e many opportu nities to 
partic ipate in c ontests/ c ompetitions and ev ents.  I n some c ases,  the c riteria for 
the c ontest or ev ent w ill determine the final selec tion of partic ipants.  The 
follow ing is a list of some of the c ontests/ c ompetitions that w e w ill be 
partic ipating in:  
 

� T h i n k  T an k  � M et ro p o li t an  E n gi n eeri n g &  S c i en c e F ai r � B o o k  B las t ers  
� S p eec h  C o n t es t s  � F ren c h ,  S p an i s h  C o n t es t  � N at i o n al H i s t o ry  D ay  
� S p elli n g B ee � N ebras k a V i s u al Art s  C o m p et i t i o n  � K n o w led ge M as t ers  
� W ri t i n g C o n t es t s  � Af ri c an  Am eri c an  H i s t o ry  C h allen ge � M at h  C o m p et i t i o n s  
� G eo grap h y  B ee � I n d u s t ri al T ec h n o lo gy  C o m p et i t i o n   
E nric h m ent A c tiv ities  and  C l u b s  
B u ffett M agnet M iddle S c hool’ s High Ability program also sponsors v ariou s all-
sc hool enric hment ac tiv ities that are offered to anyone w ho w ishes to 
partic ipate.  All High Ability ac tiv ities are c u rric u lu m-related,  offer opportu nities 
that go beyond the regu lar c lassroom,  promote c reativ ity,  and bu ild on problem 
solv ing and div ergent think ing sk ills.  Listed below  are some of the opportu nities 
av ailable to stu dents: 
 

� Art  C lu b � N at i o n al J u n i o r H o n o r S o c i et y  � B o bc at  B u d d y  P ro gram  
� D ram a C lu b � B u f f et t  B rav o  � S t u d en t  Am bas s ad o rs  
� P en  &  I n k  � I n t ern at i o n al L an gu age C lu b � S t u d en t  C o u n c i l 
� J az z  B an d  � M at h  C lu b � C las s i c  F i lm  C lu b 
� C elebrat e C reat i v i t y  � T h e S c h o lars  � L ead ers h i p  T eam  G r 7 -8 
� C h es s  C lu b � S c i en c e F ai r � Y o u n g F i lm  M ak ers ’ C lu b 
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