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Aug. 25 Gr. 5 Dancing Classrooms 

 6:15 K—Gr. 2 Curr. Night 

Aug. 27 Gr. 5 Dancing Classrooms 

 6:15 Gr. 3—6 Curr. Night 

Sept. 1 Gr. 5 Dancing Classrooms 

 6:00 PTO General Mtg.  - Library 

Sept. 3 Gr. 5 Dancing Classrooms 

 6:00 Gr. 4 Parent Writing Workshop 

Sept. 7  —  Labor Day 
No School 

Sept. 11 Patriot Day 

 Gr. 5 Dancing Classrooms 

Sept. 17 Open House 

Sept. 24 Carnival 

Sept. 25  -  Teacher Planning Day 
No School 

Sept. 28  -  Teacher Curriculum and Work Day 
No School 

Sept. 15 Gr. 4 Native American Ed. Day 

Calendar of Events 
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Check out our Columbian Website - 
 

http://www.ops.org/elementary/columbian /                                                      
 
• Band and Strings Schedules 
• PTO Activities and Information 
• Family and Child Community Opportunities 
• Lunch Menus 
• Grade Level and Classroom Information 
• Photos of School Activities 
• School Calendar 
 
Individual teachers will be sharing information on how they plan to use their 
website to share information and activities.  Although some teachers may post 
daily or weekly updates, it is an expectation that students will keep their assign-
ment notebooks up-to-date with assignments and directions.  Students should 
always be able to articulate information on assignments regardless of website 
postings.   

Welcome to Columbian! 
 
Please join us in welcoming our new Columbian staff members - 

 
Miss Rebekah Ammerman  -  ECSE Paraprofessional 

Mrs. Jonny Niemeier  -  Grade 3 Teacher 
Mr. Jason Averill  -  Evening Custodian 
Ms. Danielle Hudson—ESL Teacher 

 

Go, Cobras!   *   Go, Cobras!    
It’s Been a Wonderful Start to the School Year! 

 

The whole week went so well!  Few tears were seen on students or par-
ents!  We’re welcoming many new students to the Columbian family 
this year—they’re going to love it here!  Everyone is learning routines, 
meeting new friends, and getting down to work already!  I can truly say 
that Columbian is one of the best schools in the city of Omaha and that 
it is going to be a great year of learning and fun! As we start the new 
year, please don’t hesitate to contact teachers or me with any questions 
or concerns, 697-1433, or email me, kathleen.nelson@ops.org.  We are 
here for you. 

PTO General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 1 

6:00 – Columbian Library 
 

Childcare for schoolage children will 
be available in the gym. 

 
Everyone’s invited!  Please join us to 
learn more about Columbian’s special 
projects and activities.  This is a 
chance to sign up  
for activities and  
get involved! 
 
See you there! 



2009-10 OPS Attendance Policy 
 
Students who arrive late to school, leave for a 
period of time during the day, or leave early 
from school for any reason (with or without 
prior notification) will be counted as absent for 
the instructional minutes missed that day.  Rea-
sons such as medical appointments or daycare 
pick-up prior to dismissal will be counted as 
time absent.  The minutes missed will affect 
100% Attendance lists.   
 
The District notifies parents/guardians when a 
student has missed the equivalent of five, ten 
and fifteen days.  The District notifies the 
County Attorney when a student misses the 
equivalent of 20 days, and then the County At-
torney decides whether to dismiss, divert for 
counseling, or prosecute the case. 
 
If you need assistance with attendance issues, 
please contact your child’s school counselor or 
the Student Services Office at 557-2710.  The 
Student Services Office can also address your 
question/concerns regarding attendance prac-
tices and procedures. 

Curriculum Nights 
 

Kdg - Gr. 2  Tuesday, August 25 
Grades 3—6  Thursday, August 27 

 

6:15 – 7:30 
 

Curriculum Night Schedule 
6:15  Introduction of Teachers  - Gym 
6:35  First Curriculum Session Begins - Classrooms 

7:00 Bell for the end of the 1st Session 
7:05 Second Curriculum Session Begins - Classrooms 

7:30  Bell for the end of Curriculum Night 
 

Want to know about our new materials and assess-
ments?   How about homework expectations?  What 
are the special projects and activities for the school 
year? 
 

This is the time to find out! 
 

Dancing Classrooms Has Come to Columbian! 
 
The Omaha Public Schools and The ARTery are pleased to announce that the Dancing Classrooms program 
is continuing for Columbian’s 5th grade!  Dancing Classrooms was documented in the movies Mad Hot Ball-
room and Take the Lead and has been featured in news programs such as 60 Minutes.   
 

All 5th grade students will participate in this nationally recognized program which teaches goal setting, 
inspires confidence, encourages respect, AND instructs students in the art of ballroom and Latin danc-
ing!   
 

Over a period of ten weeks students will learn the tango, rumba, and fox trot as well as seven additional 
dances!  A Building Showcase event is planned for Thursday, November 19, in the afternoon.  Put it on 
your calendar now! 
 

So put on some music and ask your child to demonstrate their dancing skills in a few weeks!  And please 
know, you are always invited to join us for a lesson!  Classes will run through the end of Nov. 12.  I will put 
class dates in the newsletter. (Vogt 1:25, Armstrong 2:15) 

Sherwood Summer Library 
 

Thank you for bringing your children to the Columbian Summer Open Library.  It was a great success once again!  Hundreds 
of children “got their Green on” at the library this summer—checking out books and participating  
in various activities.  Many parents have asked for the address of the Sherwood Foundation, which  
funds this for our school.  Thank yous, acknowledgements and comments should be directed to: 
 

Jerry Bexten 
The Sherwood Foundation 

3555 Farnam St. 
Omaha, NE  68131  


